MOSLEM   WOMEN   OF  MOSUL
of happiness for Moslem women. By means of the
veil he immured them for ever in a living grave.
" Imprisoned for life " is the verdict written against
each Moslem woman as she leaves childhood behind
her. Before the days of Mohammed the Arabs were
in the habit of burying alive yearly a certain number
of new-born girls ; surely the fate of these innocents
was better than that of the millions of women to-day
who are buried alive behind the veil. " Ensha' Allah "
(God willing), in the near future the same Power
which raised British women to hold the position they
now do will also penetrate through the prison bars
of the hareems of Mohammedan lands and set free
the prisoners. An enlightened Mohammedan gentle-
man once said: " The only hope for our women is
Christianity." God grant th$t their "only hope"
may not be denied them.
How often I have said to these women, " Alhamd-
llillah (thank God), I am not a Moslem woman 1"
and the heartfelt answer has always been, " Yes,
indeed, you may thank God ; but it is naseeb " (fate).
The longer I live amongst Moslem women the more
rny heart yearns with love and pity for them, and
the more thankful I am that their lot is not mine.
Let us now peep into some of the many hareems
of Mosul. There are some into which I should blush
with shame to take my readers, on account of the
conversations we might hear; but we will choose
some where, in all probability, we shall see and hear
nothing objectionable.
Our first visit shall be to a near neighbour of ours.
The house is a large one, the owner holding a high
social position in the town. As we enter the outside

